Updated 8/11/2023

Attached is the draft noise ordinance that presented at the July 27"
Commissioner meeting. This draft will be modified and revised at a later date.
Once the new ordinance is drafted, the new draft will replace the attached.

Press Release posted on 8/7/2023

Press Release~ Qefferm W?/Cowwmw
R
Based upon the amount and range of comments the
Commissioners have received concerning the draft
Noise Ordinance read at the 27 July 2023
Commissioners Meeting, the Commissioners have
decided to modify and revise the ordinance to
incorporate the comments received.

Once the revisions are complete, a copy of the draft

ordinance will be posted on the County website for

review and comment. Since it is anticipated that the

revised ordinance will be different from the original,

the next reading of the ordinance will be considered
the first reading.

If you have any other questions or comments, please utilize the “Report a
Concern” form on the website or contact the Commissioner’s Office 812-265-
8944



ORDINANCE NO. 2023-

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE JEFFERSON JEFFERSON COUM'Y
\CODE FOR THE PURPOSE OF CONTROLLING UNWANTED ARD
| EXCESSIVE NOISE IN JEFFERSON COUNTY, INDIANA/

WHERBAS, the generation of excessively loud sound may mfrle upon the
rights of Rroperty owners and others to the peaceful and quiet enjg yment of their

property;

WHEREAS e production of excessively loud sound may pe a danger to the
public by prevénting drivers and pedestrians from hearmg gfnergency vehicles or
audible sounds fyom other drivers, and by distracting dn rs and pedestrians
from public dangeys;
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WHEREAS, prolon ¢d exposure to high decibel lev § of sound can result in
damage;

WHEREAS, the Iefferso County Code should B fe amended to add a new
Chapter, that being Chapt Ry ____Abatement ¢ #f Unlawful Noises.

NOW, THEREFORE, BEIT O DAINED by i e Board of Commissioners of
Jefferson County, Indiana, thay

SECTION 1: Definitions

A. For the purpose of this Ordx e nce, the following definitions shall apply:

1. Weighted Sound Lgt el T sound pressure level in decibels as
measured on a sopfnd level eter using the A-weighting network. The
level so read is g emgnated dB A).

2. Consistent and Obnoxious Noisk; Shall mean noise that emanates
from a propfrty that is heard by aljacent property owners, passersby
or others ghat is constant, consistentqgnd such that it detrimentally
affects tfe peace, quiet and serenity oRgnother person's use and
enjoyy Aent of their property or their - the area away from the
pro erty where the noise emanates.

3. DgLibel (dB): A unit for measuring the volue of a sound, equal to

4 O times the logarithm to the base 10 of the ratjo of the pressure of
” the sound measured to reference pressure, whiclh
(20) micronewtons per square meter. AN

4. Motor Vehicle: Any truck, semi-truck, automobile, v
motor-driven cycle, motor scooter, dune buggy, snownh
terrain vehicle, go-cart, minibike, and trail bike.

5. Noise Level: The A-weighted sound level produced by any
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6. Sound Level Meter: An instrument which includes a mlcrophon
amplifier, RMS detector, integrator or time average, output mgfer and
weighing networks used to measure sound pressure levels. Sj ch
instrument shall be used for measurement of the intensity Of sound
and calibrated in decibels as standardized by the Amenn National
Standards Institute (ANSI). Readings shall be mad o dB(A) scale.
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SECTION Loud Noises Prohibited

A. No pexgon shall make any loud, raucous, improger, unreasonable,
offensivy or unusual noise which disturbs, inj fres, or endangers the
comfort, rpose, health, peace, or safety of gthers within the county.

B. Conswtent ayd Obnoxious Noise. It shall e unlawful for any person to
permit, allow & have on their property y source of noise that is
consistent and cgnstant so as to be a nyfisance to neighbors and residents
off the property. \ ,/

C. It shall constitute a Wolation if a pgfson continues to make the loud,
raucous, improper, ungeasonable/offensive, or unusual noise after being
asked to stop by a law eNforcenpent officer of the county.

D. The following acts, among\otlfers, are declared to be loud, raucous, or
disturbing noises in violati K.of this section:

1. The sounding of an hogn or signaling device on any motor vehicle
on any street or py hc place except as a danger warning, the
creation by meags of any sixch signaling device of any
unreasonably I fud and raucoy sound; and any such signaling
device for anfunreasonable perl§ xd of time.

2. Using, op atmg, or permitting tbe played, used, or operated,
any radigfreceiving set, musical instygment, phonograph, cellular
phone for other machine or device for\he producing or
reprgucing of sound in such manner asXp disturb the peace,
quét, and comfort of the neighboring inhaltants or at any time

fith loude1 volume than is necessary for con¥nient hearing for
the person who is in the room, vehicle, or locatign in which the
device is operated and who is a voluntary listener\The operation of
any such machine or device in a manner that produ ¢s sound
plainly audible to a person with normal hearing:
1. From any place other than the property on thch he sound
* source is located when the machine or device is beir} ;
operated between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 7:00
a.m.;



11. From a distance greater than seventy-five (75) feet £ fom
the sound source of the machine or device when ¥ is
located in any public street or place of the coung; or

1I1. In any public conveyance other than a taxicagb or jitney,
except for a person who is voluntarily listenifig to the
machine or device through earplugs; shall e prima facie
evidence of a violation of this subsectlon fexcept when a
permit is granted. Y,

.3Jhe operation or use of any engine, motor power unit on a

otorboat, motor vehicle, motorcycle, or her vehicle or craft of
anikind, blower or power fan in a man that makes
unreysonable noise and continuing to ¢b so after being asked to
stop, eXcept when a permit is grante ,Operation or possession
of any eNgine, motor, power unit, blgver, or power fan not
equipped Xith a muffler or other ngise-reducing device that
complies witf the applicable fedal state, and local standards:
1. In any public street or pyblic place of the county between
the hourshpf 10:00 p. mand 7:00 a.m.; or
11. Between thg hours o:' 10 00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. in a
manner that Yapakes/Sound plainly audible to a person
with normal hejrifig from any place other than the
property on whigh the sound source is located, shall be
prima facie evyj Aend¢ of a violation of this subsection. This
subsection sy fall not\g pply to entrants or participants in a
scheduled pgace or spo¥{ing event.

. Yelling, hootingy wh1sthng, hob lering, or singing on the public

streets or oth pubhc place at §ny time or place so as to annoy

or disturb t £ quiet, comfort, or peace of persons in any office or
in any dw 1ng, hotel, or other typ¢ of residence or of any
person ip the area.

. The cogfstant or consistent barking of a 1ngle dog or multiple

dogs#r the constant or consistent loud ndjses from any

do Aestic animal kept by the owner.

[fie creation or emission from any person, or¥rom any other

Jhoise source, any noise which annoys or disturks the quiet,

J comfort, or repose of persons in any office or in aly dwelling,

hotel, or other type of residence.

. The participation in or permitting of any parties or ga¥erings

which create loud or raucous noise.

. Noise Limit: It shall be unlawful for any person to cause mgjse

levels from the operation or use of motor vehicles in excess 3483

dB(A) in any area within the corporation limits of the County
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at any time. Such noise level limit shall be measured ata /
distance of not less than 15 feet from the source of the ngise.

SECTYON 3: Exemptions 7

VA
ANlhe following are exempt from the provisions of this Orgfnance:

SECTION 4:

A. In th

1.
2.

3.

4.

6.

7.

8.
9.

Sounds emitted from authorized emergengy # vehicles.

Lawn mowers, weed blowers, garden tragfors, construction

and repair equipment, go-carts and poyer tools, when

properly muffled, between the hours 6f 7 a.m. and 10:00

p.m. only.

Sounds from the use of consumeg ﬁreworks between the
Qurs of 7 a.m. and Midnight of 2 hours after the

sudown, whichever is earliery

Burglar alarms and other W/ning devices when installed

properY, provided that th¢ cause for the alarm or warning

device soynd is mvestlg ed and turned off within a

reasonableXime.

Parades, festiyals, cayf livals, fairs, celebrations, concert

performances, Rang’and drum corps performances, and

artistic performa es, as well as any rehearsals for the same,

and other evenif afthorized by the appropriate

governmental Autho Ly

Attendant ngise connégted with the actual performance of

athletic or, portmg everXs and practices.

The emighion of sound fo} the purpose of alerting persons

to the efistence of an emer) ency, or for the performance of

emerg ncy construction, repdjr, or other work.

Sougfds associated with the usf legal fireworks.

Sofinds associated with the normal conduct of legally

oftablished non-transient busines RS, organizations, and

governmental entities, when such sdgnds are customary,
7 incidental, and within the appropriatdnormal range.

enalty

Rubbish collection utilizing mechanicaBequipment.

£ event that a person, firm or entity shall violate this ONJinance,

th ¥ shall be guilty of an infraction punishable by a fine of not\mnore

,F n

First Offense: $
Second Offense: $

Third and Subsequent Offenses: $




‘:‘.. Per31stent noise: daily penalty. In the event that any person shgf permxt
gonsistent and/or constant noise shall be fined a mmlmurn [ Pthe third
an N subsequent offenses penalty for each and every day t i the noise
contyy ues after being told to stop or control the noise.
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SECTION § batement Notice

A. Where, upo \inspection, reasonable cause is fo ) Ad to believe that an
unlawful nois§ exists, the enforcement author I shall issue a written
abatement notid¢. 4

B. Abatement noticejshall be served upon allf known holders of substantial
property interest in % he real estate upon which the unlawful noise is
alleged to occur. ,_

C. The abatement notice 1 Rust contain:

1. The name of thdperson to {hom the order is issued;

2. The legal dCSCI'lp on or gddress of the real estate where the
unlawful noise is 19¢a ated [ which is the subject of the notice;

3. The action that the o Ny ice requires. The ordered action must be
reasonably related tg a atement of the conditions constituting
the unlawful n01s~ '

4. The period of timg allotte fo complete the required action. The
time allowed mpist allow a s\ fﬁment time to accomplish the
required act1 ;

5. The penaln if the owner falls 0 abate the unlawful noise or
nu1sance nd

6. The namg€, address, and telephone umber of the enforcement
autho f :

D. Service of abaggement notices shall be made by aRy of the following means:

1. Sep dmg a copy of the notice by reglstere o1 certified mail to the
‘sidence of the person to be notified, withY eturn receipt

F, equest
. Delivering a copy of the notice personally to th person to be
notified; ,

3. Leaving a copy of the notice at the dwelling or usu}\ place of
abode of the person to be notified; \

4. Posting a copy of the notice in a prominent place upon he
premises where the nuisance is located; and A

5. If after a reasonable effort, service cannot be obtained by gy of
the means described above, service may be made by publishy ng



the notice in a newspaper of general circulation in the county ip
which the property subject to the notice is located.

SECY) ION 6: No Severability
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A provision of this Ordinance which shall be severed from agy other
prowsmn & provisions of this Ordinance shall not affect the entlre drdinance. If
any single pguision of this Ordinance is held unconstitutional or favalid, then the
entire Ordinan e shall not be deemed unconstitutional or mval A,

y

SECTION 7: Reped ter.

All other Iefferso \County ordinances shall rem dn in full force, except, any
ordinance in conflict withhe provisions herein shall/be superseded and of no
effect unless this Ordinance¥ 3 repealed, expires, oy /invalidated.

SECTION 8: Effective Dat

This Ordinance shall take & ect upon doptlon and publication as required
by law. ~ f

PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE . DA OF COMMISSIONERS OF
JEFFERSON COUNTY, INDIANA O K HIS, THE ___ DAY OF ,
2023. g \

Robert ttle, President

Ron Lee, Commi§sioner

David Bramer, Commissidger

Att

" Heather Hugg, Auditor
Jefferson County, Indiana



